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Congress bitterly rebukes Reagan afier reports of CIA-direcied minela ying

The phyvsical damage
| wTought so far by the
! munes that contre guer-
rdlas 100k responsibility
for sowing inside the
harbors of Marxist Nic-

araguz would hardiy be
ticed in 2 declared war. The highest re-
ly: six Nicarapuan vessels 2nd
six ships of fve other nztions damaged
but none confirmed sunk: ten szilors seri-
ouslv injured bui no one killed.

The poliical damage czused by the
mining and by subseguent revelations
hat the American ClA had directed and
supervised it from = motber ship of Nica-
reguz’s Pacific coast is on another order of
meagnitude altogether. A troublesome rift
hes opeped io the nation’s alliances, svm-
bolized by & French ofer 1o belp sweep
the mines from Nicaraguen walers. The
V.S, bas pul oo the defensive in
world forums, frst cesiing z velo in the
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United Natjons Security Council zgzinst
2 complaint by Nicarzguz's Sandinisia
government about the mining and other
U.S.-financed contra activities, then de-
claring last week thai the U.S. wil] not ae-
cept the junisdiction of the World Court
on protests filed by Nicaragua.

But the loudest and by far most ser-
ous detopation of all went off in Congress.
Enraged by a feeling that they had been
misled aboul the Administration’s Cen-
tra] American policy, and deeply worried
about where that policy is leading, the
Senale passed by a Jandslide vote of 84 1o
12 a nonbinding resolution demanding
that no U.S. money be used 1o mine Nica-
raguap waters. Arizonz Republicap Barry
Goldwater voiced his colleagues’ anger
ancd dismay in ap eslonishing)y pungent
letter 10 Cls Director Willizm Caseyv, Szid
Mr. Conservative: “1 am pissed off ...
The President has asked us 1o back his
foreign policy. Bill, how can we back his

¢ Congressional critics: House Speaker O'Neill; Senator Goldwater
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foreign policy when we don’t know what
the hell be is doing? Lebanon, ves, we 21
kpew thai he sent Lroops over there. Bul
mine the harbors of Niczraguz? This i an

act violaling international law. It is ag act

of war. For the life of me, I don't see how
we are going 1o explain it.”

The fury of the response was stariling.
The mining wes anything but SecTel, sus-
picions of ClA involvement were world-

wide, apd Administration briefings had ..

offered Congress at ieast the opportunity
1o confirm them before the press did.
Nonetheless, though Goldwaier inexpli-
cably voled against the antimining resolu-
tion, which was offered by Massachuserts
Democrat Ted Kennedy, 42 of the Sen-

ate’s comtrolling Republicans, including

even Reszgan's friend znd campeaign
chairmen, Paul Laxal of Nevzadz, voied
for it. Crowed Cazliforniz Democrat Alan
Cranston: “The President asked for z bi-
partiszn: foreign pobicy. He's now gor it”’
Reagan supporiers closed renks 1o make 2
House wole on an idenmiicel resolution
cioser znd rmore partiszr, bul sull it
passed. 281 10 111. S2id Daniel Oriegz

Saavedra, coordinalor of the Szndinisiz

junta: “We appreciate the efforis the
Unied Stztes Congress has made against
the undeclared war the United Siates is
waging against Nicaraguz.”

If the congressionzl rebellion stopped
there, the White House could live witk its
consequences. Administration officials
insistes that the mining bad cezsed more
than 2 week before the Senzate voie, and it
would not have been resumed in any case.
Reagzw’s supporiers even struck z deal
with Kennedy, under which the Senator
withdrew z motion condernning U.S. re-
fusal 16 accept World Court jurisdiction
on Cenirzl American questions, znd the

White House in retuwrn made no efion to |

defeat the antimining resolution.

not ending the guerrilla war they are wag-
ing 1nside Nicarzguz. There the fighting
intensified last week, with the conures
launching coordinzled attacks from
across the Hondurar border in the north
znd along the swampy Costa Riczn bor-

der 10 the south. Fighting was especially
fierce 21 the southern 1own of San Juan
del Norie, where the rebels were hoping

i0 estzblish 2 provisional government.
Conira commanders 10]6 TIME that they
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ut many Senators end Represep-
latives are Gelermined 10 go fur-
% 1her a2nd cut off 21 U.S, 2id to the

Nicaraguan coniras, crippling if




